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Presidential Reflections

Jay Conzemius, JCL

What a difference a pandemic makes! After 
months of negotiations with the Chase Park 
Plaza hotel in St. Louis, it has finally been 
agreed that our contract will be terminated in 

October due to the complications caused by the pandemic. 
What does this mean for us? First, our annual in-person 
Convention in St. Louis will not take place.  Second, we still 
plan to record the talks that were scheduled to occur and 
we hope to offer a virtual convention consisting of mainly 
webinars, our business meeting and our election. Obviously, 
this type of program platform is completely new, so the Board 
of Governors needs some time to investigate how this could 
work. Fortunately, our convention planning contractor, Nix, 
has much experience with virtual conventions and will be 
extremely helpful in guiding us down this path. In July, more 
will be announced on our website about a possible virtual 
convention as decisions are able to be made. 

Sadly, after much planning, Msgr. Michael Padazinski (Vice-
President), Donna Miller (Executive Coordinator), and I were 
never able to make the CLSA’s periodic visit with the Vatican 
Dicastery Offices. As much as we wanted this trip to occur 
for our members, it will need to be delayed until international 
travel is more feasible. Regardless of the result, I still need to 
thank Fr. Bob Geisinger, SJ, Msgr. Michael Padazinski and 
Donna Miller for their planning efforts that will eventually 
come in use when “the Rome trip” is able to actually take place.  

Last week Donna Miller, Executive Coordinator, received the 
USCCB’s final edits for the third printing of the 1983 Code 
of Canon Law. The Board has tasked Donna to move this 
project forward as soon as possible, so it appears that this third 
printing is in the final stage before going to print.  The Board 
is aware that there is a good possibility that a new Book VI will 
be promulgated in the next several months. When this occurs, 
we have a translation team ready to provide a Latin-English 
translation as quickly as possible.  Once the translation is 
ready, we will forward it to the USCCB for its approval. 
Again, this will all take several months to occur, so we are 
moving forward with the third printing. These additional 
developments will lead to an eventual fourth printing or a 
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more complex revision of the CLSA’s publication of the code 
since there have been suggested changes made over the years 
and numerous obsolete parts that can and should be removed. 
We also hope to publish an electronic version if the details can 
be worked out with the Holy See in the coming months. 

We have podcasts! Donna has started the podcasts by 
interviewing past Role of Law award winners, but the podcasts 
soon will include other news and topics that will be interest 
to our members. For example, when new law is promulgated, 
we will have a member-expert weigh in on it. Our webinar 
relaunch has been quite successful as well. We already have 
had four webinars with about 70-130 members viewing each 
one when it is broadcast. They are archived on the website, 
so any member may watch them on demand as needed. We 
have some great webinars coming up in the next few months 
to provide continuing education about the penal process. If 
you would like to offer a webinar, please contact Donna Miller 
about this possibility.

We have a new webhost! I believe this development has 
been overwhelmingly positive. My experience and many 
others have found the CLSA website moving much faster 
and the online registration process has been without major 
problems. Perhaps, the biggest improvement has been on 
our administration’s end since we are able to better track a 
member’s status without excessive manual input. This may 
seem like a little thing, but it has made a world of difference 
for our Society to properly function.

The CLSA still plans to offer an Advocate training workshop 
in March of 2021 at the Bethany Center near Tampa, Florida. 
Susan Mulheron from the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, Reverend Alex Laschuk from the Archdiocese 
of Toronto and Reverend John Paul Kimes, formerly with 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, have agreed 
to be the trainers for this workshop and I know they will 
do a wonderful job. More details about this workshop and 
registration information will be coming in the Fall of 2020. ◆
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From the Desk of the 
Executive Coordinator

Donna Miller, JD, JCL

What a difference three months can make. 
In our March eNewsletter, I reflected on the 
season of Lent and how we were preparing 
ourselves for the Easter celebration of our 
Savior’s resurrection. I would not have 
believed it if a prophet had appeared on March 

1, the first Sunday of Lent, and said, “You will soon be barred 
from all liturgical celebrations in your parish, you will have 
to wear a facemask when you step outside of your residence, 
you will have to stay six feet away from anyone whom you 
pass on the sidewalk if you do venture out, and over 8 million 
people worldwide will be infected with a virus by mid-year.” 
I would have scoffed at any one of those predictions, much 
less all of them. Yet here we are, in the middle of June, and 
those ludicrous sounding restrictions have become the “new 
normal” throughout the world. Reality is definitely stranger 
than fiction in this first half of 2020.

Yes, the world has changed immensely since March 1. We 
on the CLSA staff grieve the lives that have been lost due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Our hearts and prayers go out to the 
deceased and to their families and loved ones. We acknowledge 
and are grateful that we have been very blessed to be able to 
carry on our work for the CLSA by working remotely from 
our respective homes. Although the daily routines of nearly 
everyone on earth have changed in some fashion, our ability 
to work remotely has allowed us to take tremendous strides 
toward bringing certain projects to bear fruit. Here is a quick 
review.

WEBINARS

We have successfully re-launched the webinar series that was 
initiated in 2014. To date we have produced monthly webinars 
on the following topics:

(1) March 12: Sr. Victoria Vondenberger, “The Defender of 
the Bond”

(2) April 16: Dr. Eileen Jaramillo, “Fundamental Elements of 
Establishing an Institute of Consecrated Life or a Society of 
Apostolic Life”

(3) May 28: Dr. Lynda Robitaille, “Proving Nullity of Consent 
from the Perspective of Article 15 of Mitis iudex”

(4) June 24: Reverend Albert P. Marcello, “The Date of Easter: 
Contemporary Canonical Challenges”

In addition, we have implemented a pay-to-view feature such 
that the webinars remain free to CLSA members who enter 
a discount code that we provide, while non-members can 

pay a small fee to view the webinars. It has been remarkably 
successful, and the fees collected are helping to offset the cost 
of the GoToWebinar hosting platform.

We look forward to the upcoming series on penal law that 
has been carefully prepared by members of the Committee 
on Clergy. We plan to record the first two sessions soon for 
broadcast in July and August. These will be immensely helpful 
and heavily attended when we open them up for registration. 
Our heartfelt thanks goes out to the committee chair, Father 
Luke Millette, and all of the members off the committee for 
their dedication to this project. And we extend enormous 
thanks to the planned presenters: Monsignor Fred Easton, Ms. 
Susan Mulheron, Monsignor Jason Gray, and Reverend John 
Paul Kimes. We look forward to these timely presentations.

PODCASTS

Another exciting media project has also gotten off the ground. 
In late April we launched our first CLSA podcasts. Series 
one has focused on interviewing the Role of Law Award 
recipients so as to allow them to tell their “stories” and to 
share their wisdom with all of our members. We hope that 
these recordings will help to preserve the CLSA’s history. In 
addition to an interview, most of our ROLA recipients have 
also recorded their ROLA responses, just as they delivered 
them on the night that they received the award at our annual 
conventions. To date we have interviewed and posted podcasts 
for the following recipients (with the year they receive the 
award and the date their podcasts were posted):

Francis Morrisey, OMI (1990) - 4/24/2020

Monsignor Fred Easton (2003) - 5/1/2020

Victoria Vondenberger, RSM (2017) - 5/8/2020

Paul Golden, CM (2005) - 5/15/2020

Monsignor John Alesandro (1986) - 5/22/2020

Chorbishop John Faris (2011) - 5/29/2020

Sharon Euart, RSM (2015) - 6/5/2020

Reverend Kevin McKenna (2007) - 6/12/2020

Rose McDermott, SSJ (2002) - 6/19/2020

Monsignor Patrick Lagges (2019) posted 6/26/2020

With so many individuals working from home due to the 
pandemic, the webinars and podcasts have been well-received 
as a means of keeping members connected through our online 
resources. column continued on page 3

Proceedings 2019
Proceedings of the 81st Annual Convention was mailed to members 
in mid-May 2020. If you have not received your complimentary 
copy, please email madvent@clsa.org to verify your registered 
address and member status on the CLSA website.

mailto:madvent%40clsa.org?subject=Proceedings%202019
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From the Desk of the 
Executive Coordinator, 
Continued 
REDESIGNED WEBSITE

Speaking of staying connected, in just three short months, 
our dedicated administrative staff managed to completely 
overhaul our CLSA website and make the transition back to 
a familiar hosting platform. Already the redesigned website is 
providing our members with new ways to stay in touch with 
each other, collaborate on committee work, and share ideas  
and advice through the new Member Portal. 

This improved website has incredible potential, and we are 
hopeful that you will find the features that it provides to be as 
much of a benefit of your membership as we believe it can be. 
New features include:

• Forums for topically arranged discussions

• Blogs for individual members and for groups

• Group pages for committees and special interest groups 

• Document and photo sharing opportunities

• Ability to post a resume/CV and to look for someone to fill 
a position

• Messaging other members through the website without 
having to resort to email

• Video tutorials to help with common website navigation 
issues

If you have questions about any of the new features of the 
website, or if you encounter broken links or other errors, 
please contact one of the administrative staff so that we can 
do our best to make repairs or assist you with what you are 
looking for.

OTHER PUBLICATION-RELATED ENDEAVORS

The Research Database remains a staple for the website, and 
we are exploring the best way to make it available to non-
members for a fee. We remain particularly grateful to Father 
Mark Gantley and Monsignor John Renken for their continued 
efforts in growing and improving this important resource.

We have taken up the cause to update a resource that has been 
out of print for about five years. The Procedural Handbook for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life is 
being updated so that we can out it back into circulation. 

column continued on page 4

BOG Announces 2020 
Scholarship Recipients
The Subcommittee on Scholarship, with approval from 
the Board of Governors at large, has recommended and 
bestowed four licentiate scholarship awards for fiscal year 
2020-2021. The recipients are:

• Ms. Michelle Charmante, from Seattle, Washington, 
Licentiate Candidate, Saint Paul University, Ottawa, 
ON, Canada

• Deacon Andrew Haskins, from Albany, New York, 
Licentiate Candidate, Saint Paul University, Ottawa, 
ON, Canada

• Mr. Paul Madrid from Austin, Texas, Licentiate 
Candidate, Saint Paul University, Ottawa, ON, Canada

• Reverend John Sweeney, LC, from Cheshire, 
Connecticut, Licentiate Candidate, The Catholic 
University of America

Sincere thanks to all CLSA members who have donated 
to the scholarship funds in the last calendar year. Your 
generous contributions make these awards possible!

Congratulations to all awardees! 

Call for Resolutions
Submissions Requested by
August 21, 2020
The Resolutions Committee encourages members to 
submit resolutions by August 21 for consideration at the 
2020 Annual Business Meeting. Review the guidelines and 
resolution form, available for download now on the CLSA 
website. Members may either print and mail a resolution 
form, or submit their formatted resolution via email to 
mboland@clsa.org.

All proposed resolutions are subject to review by the 
Resolutions Committee, chaired by Rev. David Gross, 
JCL, from the Diocese of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Clarifications, modifications, and amendments may also 
be made to the resolution by CLSA members, with the 
approval of the author(s), at the Resolutions Hearing and 
the Annual Business Meeting (future dates TBD). 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/clsa.org/resource/resmgr/documents/2020_resolution_guidelines_a.pdf
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From the Desk of the 
Executive Coordinator, 
Continued
Over half of the original eleven authors have graciously agreed 
to revise their chapters, and we have invited other scholarly 
canonist members of religious institutes and societies of 
apostolic life to revise the remaining chapters. We are not 
adding new topics to this project, but the suggestions for 
additional topics made by a number of CLSA members could 
certainly lead to a “spin-off ” project in the future.

Now that summer is on the horizon, we are making one final 
call for you our members to submit advisory opinions that you 
have authored and/or replies from dicasteries of the Holy See 
if they have potential to help someone else. Roman Replies and 
CLSA Advisory Opinions is another tremendously important 
annual resource that allows our members to share their hard 
work and expertise with others who may encounter a similar 
situation or issue in their ministries. We encourage our new 
members who just received their JCL degrees to consider 
submitting an opinion for consideration. It is a terrific way to 
hone your research and writing skills and to share with others 
how you have responded to an inquiry from members of the 
Christian Faithful. This publication is normally distributed 
to attendees at the annual convention, but without an in-
person convention this year, we will have to determine the 
best time and means to distribute it. We will keep you updated 
as decisions are made about how the possibility of a  virtual 
convention. 

We have begun the arduous task of transferring a number of 
our older publications to eBook and print-on-demand format. 
This will eliminate a large physical inventory of books that are 
not ordered as often as others. In particular, CLSA Proceedings 
and Roman Replies prior to 2016 will be converted to these 
formats so that non-members can order them online. These 
publications are already available in PDF format free of charge 
to our CLSA members on our website. If you need help 
navigating the redesigned Store on our website, please reach 
out to any of our Administrative Staff members and we will be 
happy to assist you. In addition, we are hoping to bundle some 
of these older publications for a “Fire Sale” soon. Watch your 
message boxes on the website for announcements when we 
advertise the ultra-low prices. It could be a great opportunity 
to grow your personal library!

As for an update on the third printing of the Code of Canon 
Law, President Jay Conzemius has addressed this in his article 
in this eNewsletter. So, just to recap, we recently received the 
comments and observations from the USCCB committee 
that has been working on approval of the proposed changes 
to the code. With a few more edits, we hope to have the new 
publication ready to go to the printer soon. If the revised 
text of Book VI and/or Praedicate Evangelium (the “new 

Pastor Bonus”) are promulgated this summer or fall, we 
hope to publish them in separate publications when they are 
promulgated. Any CLSA member who buys the third printing 
will receive the new Book VI English translation and—if 
available—Praedicate Evangelium for a deep discount. 

As summer gets going and the uncertainty of the future 
remains, please be assured of the prayers of our administrative 
staff for all of our members and for all of your ministries. 
We are here to serve you. Although the world remains full of 
unprecedented happenings, we know that the work that we 
do in furthering the Kingdom of God is steady and true. May 
each of you remain healthy in your daily lives and steadfast in 
your respective missions. ◆

Proceedings Bundles
Looking to complete your Proceedings 
library? For a limited time while supplies 
lasts, the CLSA is selling bundles of past 
copies of Proceedings at a discounted rate. 
Proceedings 2001-2006 are on sale for 
$24.00+shipping (Total Value: $64.00). 
Proceedings 2009-2015 are on sale for 
$35.00+shipping (Total Value: $120.00).*                             

Canon Law and Religious Life Bundle
A special collection of CLSA publications on 
Religious Life is available for a limited time 
while supplies lasts. The collection includes 
Selected Issues Religious Law (1997), The 
Consecrated Life (2006), Sponsorship in the 
US Context (2006), and Advisory Opinions 
Institutes of Consecrated Life (2017). Total 
value for all four publications is $113.00 and 

will be on sale for $50.00+shipping for a limited time while 
supplies lasts.*

*Pre-sale for members will run through July 15, 2020 at which 
point remaining inventory will be posted on sale for the general 
public.

Past Editions of Proceedings and Roman Replies
Now available to members for free download through the CLSA 
website are past editions of Proceedings and Roman Replies 
& CLSA Advisory Opinions from 1983 through 2015. Simply 
navigate to the dropdown menu under “Member Center” and 
hover over “Periodicals” to select the “Proceedings” or “Roman 
Replies” tabs where collections of both annual publications are 
listed. Please note that members must be logged in to access 
this feature. 

Publications Spotlight
available through the online bookstore

Forgot your password for the 
CLSA website? Click to reset it!

https://clsa.org/store/ListProducts.aspx?catid=793474
https://clsa.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?id=16591206
https://clsa.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?id=16591206
https://clsa.org/general/email_pass.asp
https://clsa.org/general/email_pass.asp
https://clsa.org/general/email_pass.asp
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An Update From the 
Administrative Office
Megan Boland

WEBSITE EMAILS
Following the launch of the website redesign, the Administrative 
Office received reports that some members were not receiving 
email correspodence sent directly from the CLSA website. If you 
are having trouble receiving emails from the CLSA website, this 
may be due to email filter settings redirecting emails generated 
from the website to your spam or junk folder. Please be sure to add 
admin@clsa.org to your “safe senders list”. 

PASSWORD RESETS
If you have tried to reset your password through the CLSA website 
and did not receive a password reset prompt via email, please check 
your spam or junk folder for an email sent from admin@clsa.org 
containing the reset link. If you check your spam folder and do not 
see the applicable email, please contact the Administrative Office 
via email at admin@clsa.org and we will be happy to issue you a 
temporary password for one-time use.  

DUES INVOICING
Dues invoices for fiscal year 2020-2021 were mailed via USPS on 
Monday, June 8, 2020. Please be assured that you do have a grace 
period of 3 months from the end of the current fiscal year (June 
30) to remit payment, whether you plan to remit by credit card 
or check.
To remit dues payment via credit card, please login to the CLSA 
website and navigate to the Member Portal where you will be 
prompted to “Renew Now”. When you select the renew now 
option, you will be asked to review your profile before submitting 
payment information. This is to ensure that the CLSA retains the 
most up-to-date records for member correspondence. Once you 
have reviewed and saved your profile information, you will be 
redirected to the payment processing page. Renewal notices will 
be issued on June 30, 2020 and September 16, 2020 via email to 
members whose accounts do not yet have record of payment.
Checks, made payable to the Canon Law Society of America, may 
be mailed to 415 Michigan Avenue NE, Suite 101, Washington, 
DC 20017-4502. The deadline for payment is October 1, 2020.
Beginning October 1, 2020, if you are unpaid, your CLSA member 
account will automatically prompt for credit card payment upon 
login. After September 30, you will still be able to log into your 
CLSA member account, but you will not be able to view  content 
under the Member Center or in the Member Portal until dues 
payment has processed. 
Regardless of your form of payment, you will receive an email 
confirmation when your FY 2020-2021 dues have been processed. 
If you encounter any difficulty during the renewal process, please 
contact the administrative office via website contact form or email 
at admin@clsa.org. We are committed to making this transition 
as smooth as possible. ◆

New Members
Please join us in welcoming the following new members who have 
joined the Society since March 2020.

Rev. Lee Acervo
Lakeport, Michigan

Rev. Robert Billing
Lancashire, United Kingdom

Mr. Thomas Burke
San Angelo, Texas

Mrs. Marjorie Campbell
Park City, Utah

Mr. Anthony Cannatella
Manhasset, New York

Rev. David Colhour, CP
Chicago, Illinois

Most Rev. Thomas Dowd
Quebec, Canada

Rev. Simon Esshaki
El Cajon, California

Rev. David Evans 
New South Wales, Australia

Dcn. Lawrence Faulkenberry 
Little Neck, New York

Rev. Patrick Finn
Lewiston, Maine

Mr. Frank Flaspohler 
Fayette, Missouri

Mr. Robert Flummerfelt 
Las Vegas, Nevada

Rev. Leonardo Gajardo
Washington, DC

Rev. Agustin Guzman 
Rock Hill, South Carolina

Dcn. Andrew Haskins 
Saratoga Springs, New York

Dr. Scott Hedges
Louisville, Kentucky

Rev. James Hurley
London, United Kingdom

Ms. Lori Luckett
Gaylord, Michigan

Rev. Albert Marcello III 
East Providence, Rhode Island

Dr. Chris Miller
Los Gatos, California

Rev. John Pietruszka III  
Livermore, California

Rev. Eugene Ritz
Allentown, Pennsylvania

Rev. Michael Schneider
Great Falls, Montana

Mrs. Phyllis Sower 
Frankfort, Kentucky

Dcn. David Wagner 
Charleston, South Carolina

Ms. Amanda Zurface
Lexington, Ohio

Regional Conferences 2020-2021
Advertise or learn more about upcoming events at https://clsa.
org/page/regional_conferences.

Regional Conferences now have their very own designated 
pages on the CLSA website which may be accessed through 
the Member Portal. These pages will be managed by regional 
hosts/leadership. If you or a member you know would be 
willing to serve as a group administrator for the Western, 
Northwest, or Texas Catholic Conference Regional Groups 
pages, please email mboland@clsa.org with the name of the 
member and his/her role with the regional conference. 

mailto:admin%40clsa.org?subject=Password%20Reset%20Help
mailto:admin%40clsa.org?subject=Dues%20Renewal%20Inquiry
https://clsa.org/page/regional_conferences
https://clsa.org/page/regional_conferences
mailto:mboland%40clsa.org?subject=Regional%20Groups

